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SECTIONS AND TIPS

Know What You Want—And Why
Clarify Your Vision Before You Break Ground

Understand Your Budget—
Without Surprises
Build a Budget That Works for You

Choose the Right Builder—
Not Just the Cheapest
Ask the Right Questions Before You Sign

Understand the Process—
From Groundbreaking to Move-In
Learn the Homebuilding Timeline

Design Smart— .
Function and Style Can Coexist
Make Design Decisions You Won't Regret

Lean Into Support—
You Don’t Have to Do This Alone

Build a Team You Trust

Plan for the Future—Build a
Home That Grows With You
Think Long-Term From the Start
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Welcome to Your
Homebuilding Journey

You're ready to build a home—but maybe you're
not sure where to begin.

You're not alone. For many first-time
homebuilders, the process can feel overwhelming.
From permits and floor plans to budgets and
timelines, it’s easy to feel like you need a degree in
construction just to get started. The good news?
You don't.

At Summit Valor Homes, we believe that
building your home should feel exciting, not
stressful. Whether you're a first-time buyer, a
veteran making the most of your VA benefits, or a
growing family ready for more space, we're here to
simplify the path to homeownership.

This guide was created to help you build with
confidence. Inside, you’'ll find seven practical, easy-
to-follow tips that will give you the clarity,
knowledge, and peace of mind you need before
laying your foundation—Iliterally.

We’re not just here to build houses. We're here to
build trust. To bring your vision to life. To show
you that “affordability without compromise” isn’t
just a slogan—it’s a promise backed by quality
craftsmanship, personalized service, and homes
that are built to last.

So take a deep breath. You've got this—and we’ve
got you.

Let’s begin.
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Know What You Want - And Why

CLARIFY YOUR VISION BEFORE YOU BREAK GROUND

Before you start talking blueprints or budgets, you need a clear
vision.

What kind of lifestyle do you want your new home to support?
Are you building your forever home, planning to grow your
family, or investing in a property with long-term value? These
questions matter more than floor plans or finishes—because the
best homes are built with intention.

Many first-time homebuyers skip this step. They jump straight
into pricing or design ideas without really defining what “home”
means to them. The result? Costly changes, stressful decisions,
and sometimes, regret.

We've seen it time and time again. One couple we worked with
thought they wanted a two-bedroom starter home—until we
asked about their future plans. They were newlyweds, hoping to
have kids in a few years. After walking through their priorities
together, they chose a flexible layout with a third bedroom and
an open-concept living space. A small shift upfront saved them
from outgrowing their home too soon.
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That’s why we encourage you to
start with clarity:

e LIST YOUR MUST-HAVES
(for example, number of
bedrooms, home office space,
outdoor living)

e THINK ABOUT YOUR
LIFESTYLE (Do you host
often? Need quiet spaces?
Prefer single-story living?)

e SET REALISTIC
EXPECTATIONS for your
budget and space

e PICTURE HOW YOUR
NEEDS MIGHT EVOLVE

in 5 or 10 years

This is where your homebuilding
journey truly begins—with a vision
that’s personal, purposeful, and
built to last.

And remember: at Summit
Valor Homes, we don’t just
build what looks good—we build
what fits you.

“Your
home
should
reflect
your life—
not just
your

Pinterest
board.”







Understand Your Budget—

Without Surprises
BUILD A BUDGET THAT WORKS FOR YOU

Let’s talk about money—the part of the homebuilding process
that makes most people nervous.

We get it. You want a home you love, without getting in over your
head. But too often, buyers focus only on the big sticker price
and forget about the smaller (but essential) costs that come with
building from the ground up.

At Summit Valor Homes, we believe your budget should
give you peace of mind—not stress. That’s why we walk every
client through a simple, transparent process that lays out what
your money is really going toward.

Here’s what to keep in mind:

COMMON BUDGET ITEMS
FIRST-TIME BUILDERS
OVERLOOK:

e LAND PREPARATION:
clearing, grading, utilities,

permits

e UPGRADES AND
CUSTOMIZATIONS: finishes,
fixtures, smart features

e CONTINGENCY BUFFER:
unexpected costs (weather

delays, supply issues)

e FINANCING FEES: closing
costs, interest, or VA loan-
related expenses




“At
Summit
Valor
Homes,
we believe
your
budget
should
give you
peace of

When you're not familiar with these
costs, it’s easy to be caught off
guard. One of our clients came to us
frustrated after another builder’s
“quote” turned out to be just the
base price. It didn’t include
anything beyond the bare
minimum. By the time upgrades
were added, they were tens of
thousands over budget—and no one
had warned them.

We helped them regroup. Together,
we rebuilt the budget line by line
and prioritized the features that
mattered most. The result? A home
they loved—with no surprise
invoices.
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Choose the Right Builder—

Not Just the Cheapest
ASK THE RIGHT QUESTIONS BEFORE YOU SIGN

Choosing a builder is one of the most important decisions you’ll
make—and it’s about much more than price.

You're not just hiring someone to construct a house. You're
trusting them with your vision, your investment, and months of
your life. That’s why it’s critical to choose a builder who earns
your trust from the very first conversation.

At Summit Valor Homes, we’ve met too many homeowners who
came to us after things went wrong elsewhere. One family shared
how their previous builder stopped returning calls halfway
through framing. Another buyer told us they didn’t realize their
"custom" home would come with so many limitations.

These stories aren’t rare—and they’re avoidable.

ASK THESE QUESTIONS BEFORE YOU
COMMIT:

¢ What’s included in the price—and what’s
not?

e Can I see examples of your past work or
speak with previous clients?

Nvirg gat 4801 e How will you keep me informed during

i1 p 80y the build?
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change in cost?

¢ How do you handle customization
requests or changes mid-project?




A dependable builder won’t dodge these questions—they’ll

welcome them.

LOOK BEYOND THE SALES PITCH

¢ Do they listen more than they talk?
¢ Are they clear, responsive, and easy to reach?
¢ Do they explain things in a way you understand?

You want someone who’s upfront about timelines, realistic about
costs, and committed to quality craftsmanship—not just closing

the deal.

At Summit Valor Homes, we believe your builder should feel like a
partner, not a vendor. From day one, we're here to walk with you,
not just work for you. We answer your questions before you even
know to ask them, and we treat every home like it’s our own.

“Because in our

eyes, trust is built
before the foundation is.”







Understand the Process—From

Groundbreaking to Move-In

LEARN THE HOMEBUILDING TIMELINE

When you understand what to expect, the process becomes a
whole lot less intimidating.

Many first-time homebuilders feel overwhelmed because they
don’t know what happens next. What comes after permits? How
long does framing take? When do I choose finishes? Without a
roadmap, every delay or decision can feel like a crisis.

At Summit Valor Homes, we believe clarity is just as
important as craftsmanship. That’s why we walk you through

every step of the homebuilding journey—before the dirt is ever
turned.

HOMEBUILDING TIMELINE
Alwels gt

PRE- FOUNDATION MECHANICAL INTERIOR AND FINAL
CONSTRUCTION AND FRAMING SYSTEMS AND EXTERIOR WALKTHROUGH
PLANNING INSPECTIONS FINISHES AND MOVE-IN
(4-6 WEEKS) (3-5 WEEKS) (2-4 WEEKS) (4-6 WEEKS) (1-2 WEEKS)
This is where your We pour the This includes Drywall goes up,  We go through your
vision comes to foundation, raise plumbing, cabinetry is home together,
life. We finalize the frame, and electrical, HVAC installed, flooring is address any touch-
your design, secure create the systems, insulation, laid, and final ups, and hand you
permits, confirm structural and inspections. touches begin. the keys.
financing, and “skeleton” of your

prepare the site. home.



WHAT CAN CAUSE DELAYS?

* Permitting or zoning issues

e Supply chain interruptions (14 We

e Weather conditions
e Late decisions or change orders

, [ ]
don’t just
The key to staying on track? °
Communication and planning. b ul ld
One of our clients came to us after a homes —

bad experience with a previous builder

who never shared updates. They were we bui ld
left wondering what was happening—
and why nothing was moving. With tim e lin es
us, they received weekly updates,

you can

count

walkthrough photos, and a direct line
to their project manager. The
difference was night and day.

You deserve to feel in control of your
home’s progress. With Summit Valor On.
Homes, you’ll never be left guessing.
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Desien Smart—

Function and Style Can Coexist
MAKE DESIGN DECISIONS YOU WON'T REGRET

Designing your home is one of the most exciting parts of the
journey—but it can also be one of the most overwhelming.
From countertops and cabinets to flooring and fixtures, the
number of choices can feel endless. And if you're not careful, it's
easy to focus on trends instead of what really works

for your lifestyle.

At Summit Valor Homes, we believe great design isn’t just about
how a space looks—it’s about how it lives.

START WITH FUNCTION,
THEN ADD STYLE

¢ Think about how you move
through your day. Do you
need a mudroom to drop
shoes and bags? An open

kitchen for entertaining? A
quiet corner for work or
study?

e Prioritize layout over

finishes. You can update
paint colors and décor down
the road—but you can’t
move walls without major
cost.

* Choose materials that
balance beauty and
durability. For example,
luxury vinyl plank flooring is
both stylish and kid-proof.




We once worked with a young family who fell in love with a
model home’s high-gloss white tile. But after discussing their two
toddlers and big dog, we suggested a textured, easy-clean
alternative. Same sleek look—way less slipping and scrubbing.

HOW WE MAKE DESIGN SIMPLE AND PERSONAL
e We walk you through every selection step by step
e We provide curated options that match your budget and style
¢ We never rush your decisions—and we’re always honest
about what works long-term

Whether you're building your forever home or a smart
investment, every design choice should serve your life—not just
your Instagram feed.

And remember: you don’t need to be a designer to create
something beautiful. That’s what we’re here for.

At Summit Valor Homes,
Lwe help you design with ,
Irpose—so your home feels

like you from day one.”
e 4 4“"'
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Lean Into Squort—

o This Alone

BUILD A TEAM YOU TRUST

You Don’t Have to

Building a home isn’t a solo project—and it shouldn’t feel like
one.

Between selecting land, securing financing, making design
decisions, and managing timelines, the process can quickly
become overwhelming—especially if you're trying to navigate it
all on your own.

That’s why surrounding yourself with the *right* team is just as
important as choosing the right floor plan.

At Summit Valor Homes, we believe homebuilding is a
partnership. We bring together a team of experts who not only
know the process inside and out—but who are committed to
guiding you every step of the way.

WHO’S ON YOUR HOMEBUILDING TEAM?

e BUILDER - Your project leader, your problem solver, and
your partner in turning vision into structure.

e DESIGNER - Helps you balance function, style, and budget
with ease.

e LENDER - Especially important if you're using VA benefits
or first-time homebuyer programs.

e TITLE & ESCROW TEAM - Makes sure paperwork,
property rights, and closing go smoothly.

* YOU - The most important member of all. Your voice
matters at every stage.



“Because
your vision
deserves
more than
a contractor
—1it deserves a
trusted
homebuilding

Too often, homeowners feel left
out of the loop—or worse, talked
down to. But you deserve a
team that listens, educates, and
respects your role in the
process.

CLIENT STORY: FROM
OVERWHELMED TO
EMPOWERED

One of our clients, a first-time
buyer and Army veteran, came
to us unsure where to begin.
The paperwork, the loan
process, the builder lingo—it all
felt foreign. But from the first
conversation, we walked beside
him. We explained each step in
plain English, coordinated with
his VA lender, and kept him
updated weekly. By move-in
day, he didn’t just feel like a
homeowner—he felt like part of
our family.

When you build with Summit
Valor Homes, you never have to
go it alone. We're here to take
the stress off your shoulders
and replace it with confidence,
clarity, and support.






Plan for the Future—

Build a Home That Grows With You

THINK LONG-TERM FROM THE START

Your needs today might not be your needs tomorrow—and your
home should be ready for that.

Too often, people build for the now and forget about the next.
Maybe it’s a new baby, a home office, aging parents moving in, or
even the decision to sell one day. That’s why

smart homebuilding means looking ahead—not just looking
around.

At Summit Valor Homes, we believe your home should grow
with you, adapt to your life, and hold its value over time.

WHAT DOES "FUTURE-READY" REALLY MEAN?

¢ Flexible layouts that can serve different purposes over
time—a guest room that doubles as a home office, a dining
area that can convert into a study nook

* Energy-efficient systems that lower utility bills and
reduce your carbon footprint

¢ Durable materials that stand up to wear and tear, saving
money on repairs later

* Designs with resale value—not based on trends, but
timeless functionality
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“Because we
believe
affordability
shouldn’t

mean
short-term
thinking.”

We once worked with a couple
in their late 30s who told us
they didn’t need a third
bedroom—yet. But when we
walked them through how that
space could later serve as a
nursery, guest

suite, or even a rental
opportunity, they saw the
value. They added it. A year
later, their first child arrived—
and they were ready.

BUILT TO LAST IS MORE
THAN A PHRASE

It’s about choosing the right
foundation—Iliterally and
figuratively.

We help you select materials
that aren’t just attractive, but
proven. We design homes that
can adapt to aging in place,
changing families, or future
tech upgrades. And we do it
without breaking your budget.

At Summit Valor Homes, we
build homes with the next
chapter in mind—whatever
yours may be.
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YOUR HOME.
YOUR JOURNEY.
OUR COMMITMENT.

Building a home isn’t just a project—it’s a personal
journey. And now, you're more prepared to take
that first step with clarity and confidence.

YOU'VE LEARNED HOW TO:

 Clarify your vision

o Build a smart, realistic budget

e Choose a builder you can trust
o Understand the timeline

o Design with purpose

e Lean on a strong support team
« Plan for the future

At Summit Valor Homes, we believe knowledge
is power—and peace of mind. That’s why we don’t
just hand you a blueprint—we walk with you, every
step of the way.

We know you're not just building a house. You're
creating a space for your life to unfold, your family
to grow, and your dreams to thrive.

Our promise?
To deliver affordability without compromise.
To honor your vision with quality
craftsmanship.

To treat your home like it's our own—built to last,
from the inside out.
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LET'S BUILD
SOMETHING
TOGETHER | e |

Ready to take the next step? = =
Schedule your free consultation or
explore our portfolio at

www.summitvalorhomesctx.com.

Let’s turn your vision into a home
you’ll be proud of—for years to come.

Because at Summit Valor Homes,
your vision is our mission.

@ info@summitvalorhomesctx.com

e +1 (254) 423-9403

2700 S Fort Hood St. Ste A
Killeen, TX 76542

www.summitvalorhomesctx.com

@SummitValorHomes
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